Joint Substance Abuse Program (JSAP)

Rehabilitation

Soldiers identified as substance abusers through urinalysis testing or self-identification may be substance abusers.  These soldiers must be evaluated and enroll in a state certified rehabilitation program.  AR 600-85, dated February 2009.

A word about rehabilitation.  When a soldier is evaluated and the counselor determines there is no chemical addiction or abuse and does not recommend treatment and or education, a soldier may be retained if the commander recommends such action (if eligible) with no additional rehabilitation requirements.  However, if the counselor determines there is chemical addiction or abuse and recommends treatment and or education, the soldier must complete whatever regimen is prescribed by the counselor before retention can be considered.  The Adjutant General is the separation and retention authority for all service members regardless of rank or years in service.  (exception to this is  18-20 yr members, DA-NGB is final authority)
If the commander recommends retention, it is required for the soldier to obtain the substance abuse evaluation and complete the counselor’s recommendations.  Retention cannot be approved without it IAW AR 600-85, AR 135-178 and NGR 600-200.

If the commander recommends separation, the substance abuse evaluation is not required to be submitted with packet for processing, but the soldier should still be directed and encouraged to seek counseling and treatment.

If soldier refuses to seek evaluation, fails to enroll in, participate in, successfully complete or provide progress notes to commander, soldier must be processed for rehabilitation failure, IAW AR 600-85.
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Substance Abuse Services Directory.  All units were sent a Substance Abuse Services Directory published by the State of Alabama Mental Health Services. This directory will assist commanders in locating programs for service members to get the required  evaluation.  An alternate method of locating a program is by visiting the website www.mh.state.al.us.  This website will take you to a link that will search treatment centers for convenience, will give hours of operations, addresses, phone numbers, cost/fees and information on their services.

Caution should be exercised when selecting a state certified program.  The Court Referral Program (CRP) for example is not listed in the State Directory as a certified substance abuse provider.  
Soldiers will arrange for a substance abuse evaluation immediately after the counseling session, and return documentation within 30 days from commanders counseling date back to his/her commander.  A good place to start is the local mental health department.  
Evaluation and rehabilitation expenses will be at no expense to the Government for MDAY soldiers.  AGR soldiers MUST utilize rehabilitation facilities at military installations and must be coordinated through the Military Duty Management (MDM) Office.  AR 600-85, Chapter 12.
Rehabilitation Failure:  Rehabilitation failure is defined as a refusal to enroll in and or successfully complete a rehabilitation program or failure to provide rehabilitation documents and monthly progress reports to the commander.  Soldiers, all ranks in this category, will be processed for discharge.  AR 135-178 Chapter 11.

Soldiers (enlisted, with 6 or more years of total military service) that elect to appear before an Administrative Separation Board must have proof of rehabilitation evaluation and successful completion prior to the board date.  Before retention can be approved, proof of an evaluation and completion of any recommended treatment must be provided.  DA Form 268, Adverse Action Flag cannot be removed until the above requirement is met.  NGR 600-200, Chapter 8. 
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